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1. Background and Objectives 
 
Groundwater is the primary source of water for the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. The groundwater resources of Palestine are extracted 
from wells and springs. The surface water in Palestine is mainly from 
numerous seasonal wadis, as well as the Jordan River, which is currently 
controlled and used exclusively by the Israelis.  Palestine is among the 
countries with the scarcest renewable water resources per capita due to both 
natural and artificial constraints, amounting to only 100 cubic meters per 
capita per year. This amount is far below the per capita water resources 
available in other countries in the Middle East and the World. At present, 
water demand exceeds the available water supply. The gap between water 
supply and water demand is growing due to population growth, higher 
standard of living, and the need to expand irrigated agriculture and 
industrialisation. This growing gap calls now for structural and non-structural 
measures for the mobilisation of any additional conventional and non-
conventional water resources, and for efficient management of these 
resources. These are called the Palestinian Management Options. 
  
This gap, if not bridged in a timely sustainable manner, will inevitably have 
serious adverse effects on future Palestinian socio-economic and commercial 
development. Based current estimates, Palestinians should be able to develop 
an additional amount of 650 Mcm/year from the different resources by the 
year 2020. Bridging the growing gap will be totally dependent on the 
development options and the action plans to be implemented (based  on 250 
Mcm/yr as a current amount).  
 
There is a great need to: 
 

• Identify the possible management options; 
• Evaluate these options using a management tool; 
• Make an evaluation based on sustainability measures reflecting social, 

environmental and economic points of view; 
     
     and finally to 

• Recommend guidelines for sustainable water resources management in 
Palestine. 

 
The issue of sustainable water resources development in Palestine is complex. 
This is because the development of additional water sources is restricted and 
based on the approval of the Israelis, since Palestinian water rights are still a 
subject to be determined and defined within the results of the Final Status 
Negotiations. In addition to the scarcity of water resources under the existing 
political constraints, the protection of the water resource environment is 
another constraint that makes it difficult to develop sustainable 
demand/supply scenarios for Palestine which has an unclear socio-economic 
future. 
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The purpose of this document is to propose a framework for evaluating 
management options within the SUSMAQ project. The framework will be 
developed within Component 9 of the project, and will integrate supporting 
technical activities undertaken within Components 1 to 7, and socio-
political/economic activities undertaken within Component 8. This document 
defines the overall framework for the proposed management tool, and the 
activities within Components 8 and 9. 
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